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SUBJ: PROGRESS IN BAM CONSTRUCTION 

REF: MOSCOW 6582 

1. SOVIET PRESS HAS ANNOUNCED TWO MAJOR STEPS FORWARD IN 
BAM CONSTRUCTION. PRAVDA, ON SEPTEMBER 24. REPORTED OPENING 
FOR TRAFFIC OF FIRST RAILROAD BRIDGE ACROSS LENA RIVER IN 
WESTERN SECTION OF BAM. CONSTRUCTION WAS SAID TO BE COMPLETED 
20 MONTHS AHEAD OF SCHEDULE. 

2. SOTSIALISTICHESKAY A INDUSTRIYA, ON SEPTEMBER 26, ANNOUNCED 
OPENING FOR RAIL TRAFFIC OF BRIDGE ACROSS AMUR RIVER NEAR 
KOMSOMOL'SK. NEW BRIDGE, COMPLETES RELIABLE, ALL-YEAR RAIL 
LINK FROM KOMSOMOL'SK WITH PACIFIC OCEAN AT VANINO. IN 
ADDITION, OPENING OF NEW FERRY SYSTEM BETWEEN VANINO-KHOLMSK 
ASSURES FREIGHT SHIPMENTS TO SAKHALIN ISLAND. PREVIOUSLY, 
ARTICLE STATES, IN SUMMER CARS WERE FERRIED ACROSS AMUR AND 

IN WINTER RAILS WERE LAID ACROSS ICE. IN SPRING AND FALL, 
HOWEVER, TRAFFIC WAS STOPPED FOR MONTHS LEADING TO TIE UPS 
OF AS MANY AS 3,000 RAILROAD CARS. 

3. SOVIET PRESS SEPTEMBER 27 CARRIED CONGRATULATORY 
BREZHNEV MESSAGE ON COMPLETION AMUR BRIDGE. 
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4. COMMENT - NEW AMUR BRIDGE APPARENTLY WILL REPLACE AN 
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EXISTING BRIDGE OVER RIVER WHICH, IUDGING BY SOTSIALISTICHESKAY A 
INDUSTRIYA ARTICLE, CLEARLY WAS INADEQUATE TO HANDLE PRESENT 
DEMANDS LET ALONE BAM REQUIREMENTS. THE COMPLETION OF TWO 
BRIDGES, ONE IN WESTERN BAM SECTOR AND OTHER IN EASTERN BAM 
SECTOR, REPRESENTS SIGNIFICANT STEP FORWARD IN BAM CONSTRUCTION. 

BOTH ARTICLES MAKE CLEAR THAT BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION INVOLVED 
COMPLEX PLANNING AND USE OF INNOVATIVE TECHNIQUES DUE TO 
DIFFICULT HYDROGEOLOGICAL CONDITIONS. APPLICATION OF METHODS 
UTILIZED COULD NOW FACILITATE CONSTRUCTION OTHER BRIDGES 
ALONG BAM ROUTE. 
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